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NELHA opens new deep sea pipeline

The Natural Energy Laboratory of Hawaii Authority on the Big Island has opened its biggest and deepest
seawater pipeline.

The 55-inch line goes down 3,000 feet, can pump 14,000 gallons per minute and cost over $10 million to install.
The new pipeline, whose first full official day of operation was Thursday, will be used primarily by NELHA's
deep sea water bottlers and aquaculture businesses.

Water drawn from the 3,000 foot pipeline is 39 degrees Fahrenheit. NELHA's next deepest water pipeline goes
down about 2,200 feet and is 40 inches in diameter with water from that pipe coming in at 43 degrees Fahrenheit.

NELHA, north of Kailua-Kona not far from Kona airport, was originally conceived as a source of alternative
energy production but has instead become a biotech center. Water from the pipeline is bottled for sale to Japan
and is used for growing microalgae to produce antioxidants. Shrimp aquaculture is done there as well. All the
tenants at NELHA rely on the clear, cold water that is obtainable from the pipes, as a direct result of the fact that
the bottom of the ocean deepens precipitously right off the coast.
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